
Delayed burials no longer allowed in Minnesota 

Effective July 1, 2026, MN law has changed to require that even those who have been 
embalmed must be buried within 14 days. This does not apply to cremation burials. This 
has big implications in the winter for rural cemeteries like ours because we may not be able 
to accurately verify the location of a plot after the ground has frozen. This means winter 
burials may have to take place in plots that are most easily accessible and verifiable in the 
winter, no matter what plots a family actually owns or the location the family desires.  

However, advance planning provides another option. If there is a reasonable chance that 
your family will need one of your plots this winter, contact cemetery sexton Valerie Brady to 
have your plot checked and discretely marked before the ground freezes. This will allow a 
winter burial in the location of your choice.  


